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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikethrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A data transfer method effected in fora library 
apparatus having a l ogfe a' Hy^ iB H y- ^d e ^ housing unit that is logically divided into a plurality of 
housing portions , a turnout housing unit feFhousing temporarily a storage medium, and a robot 
fe f-e e fwe yi i ^ to convey the storage medium from the housing unit to the turnout housing unit or 
from the turnout housing unit to the housing unit, with a plurality of host computers being 
connected to the library apparatus, the plurality of host computers each m ak ing having access to 
the4ea46aH v p l ura ll v divided at least one portion of the housing unit, the data transfer method 
enabling the storage medium,, housed in a first housing portion of the l ogic a lly plw a Hyd f v i d ed 
housing unit A to be used by the-a_host computer making having access to a second housing 
portion of the housing unit, different from the first housing portion, the data transfer method 
comprising the steps of : 

controlling the robot to convey the storage medium from the first housing portion to the 
turnout housing unit based on a first medium conveyance instruction from a first host computer 
ffla&flff -having access to the first housing portion when operation mode is transfer mode ; 

a ft e r - comp l et i on of th e conveyance to the tu ffl out h o us ing un i t r notifying a second host 
computer makma- having access to the second housing portion,, different from the first housing 
portion^ that th e ste fag e- a new storage medium has been cew e y e d - to -inserted into the turnout 
housing uni t when conveying the storage medium to the turnout housing unit is completed ; and 

controlling the robot to convey the storage medium that has been eonv e y ed to from the 
turnout housing unit T to the second housing portion based on a second medium conveyance 
instruction from the second host computer. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The data transfer method according to claim 1 , 
wherein: 

the turnout housing unit is a volume access station acting as an inlet for the storage 
medium inserted into the housing unit and acting as an outlet for the storage medium ejected 
from the housing unit. 
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3. {CURRENTLY AMENDED) The data transfer method according to claim 1, 
wherein the turnout housing unit is a common housing portion included in acommon In-housing 
portion of t he first housing portion and the second housing portion, 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The data transfer method according to claim 1, 
wherein: 

the housing unit is physically divided so as to correspond to the logical dividing division , 
and wh e r ei n 

the turnout housing unit is a medium delivering mechanism for m e di a t i ng the d e l i v e ring to 
mediate delivery of the storage medium between the first housing portion and the second 
housing portion which are divided physically. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A library apparatus comprising: 




a turnout housing unit fe^housing temporarily a storage medium; 

a robot fe^conveying the storage medium from the housing unit to the turnout housing 
unit or from the turnout housing unit to the housing unit; 

a robot controlling unit for, bas e d on a m e d i um conv e yanc e instruction from a first host 
eomputer ma king acc ess to a f i rst housing portion of the log i cal l y p l ural l y div i d e d housing unit, 
controlling the robot to convey the storage medium from the-afirst housing portion to the turnout 
housing unit, based on a first medium conveyance instruction from a first host computer having 
access to the first housing portion of the housing unit, and thereafter bas e d on a m e dium 
conveyance instruct i on from a s e cond host comput e r mak i ng acc e ss to a s e cond hou s ing 
portion d i ff e r e nt from th e first housing port i on of th e log l oaUy-p t ur aHy di v ide d hous i ng un i t , 
controlling the robot to convey the storage medium t h afc-has -b ee n conv e yed to from t he turnout 
housing unit to the~a_second housing portion , different from the first housing portion of the 
housing unit, based on a second medium conveyance instruction from a second host computer 
having access to the second housing portion : and 

a completion notifying unit fe^notifying the second host computer that the -a new storage 
medium has been inserted conv e yed to into the turnout housing unit , aft e r comp l etion of the 
conveyanc e of when conveying the storage medium from the first housing portion to the turnout 
housing unit has been completed . 
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6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The library apparatus according to claim 5, wherein 
the robot controlling unit and the completion notifying unit are included in a controlling 

unit fef-controlling the whete-library apparatus, 

7. (ORIGINAL) The library apparatus according to claim 5, wherein 

the turnout housing unit is a volume access station acting as an inlet for the storage 
medium inserted into the housing unit and acting as an outlet for the storage medium ejected 
from the housing unit 

8, (ORIGINAL) The library apparatus according to claim 5, wherein 

the turnout housing unit is a common housing unit included in common in the first 
housing portion and the second housing portion, 

9, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The library apparatus according to claim 5, wherein: 
the housing unit is physically divided so as to correspond to the logical- d i v idi ng division , 

and w he r ein 

the turnout housing unit is a medium delivering mechanism fef~mediating the^etivermg 
©^- delivery of the storage medium between the first housing portion and the second housing 
portion which are divided physically^ 
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